
1100 Fulton Avenue, San Leandro, CA 94577  
 
Phone: 510-352-15371537 
Fax: 510-352-2094 
e-mail: info@assumptionsanleandro.org 
Website: assumptionsanleandro.org 

Assumption Parish Mission Statement  
Assumption Parish is a culturally diverse and vibrant Catholic community which strives to grow as followers of Jesus 
Christ. We do this by accepting the challenge to build a Christ-centered community that draws on the wisdom of  
our seniors and the energy of our youth. We are committed to Catholic education at various levels. We are nurtured by 
inspired Liturgy, active and enriching faith formation programs, and inclusive family ministry, all of which enable us to 
share our gifts of time, talent, treasure and vision with our parish family and surrounding communities.  

Parish Office Hours: 
9:30AM -12:00PM – 12:30PM - 3:00PM 
 

PAROCHIAL STAFF 
Fr. Leonard Marrujo, Parochial Administrator 
lmarrujo@assumptionssanleandro.org 
 

Fr. Chris Berbena , Parochial Vicar 
cberbena@assumptionssanleandro.org 
 

Bill Vaughan, Music Director 
bvaughn@csdo.org 
 

James Brady, RCIA & Adult Faith Formation 
jbrady@assumptionssanleandro.org 
 

Mary Schirmer, Youth Ministry & Formation 
mschirmer@assumptionssanleandro.org 
 
Martha Zeyen, Administrative Assistant 
mzeyen@assumptionsanleandro.org 
 

ASSUMPTION SCHOOL 
Lana Rocheford, School Principal 

 

School Office: 510-357-8772 
 

School Office Hours: 7:30 AM - 3:30 PM 

CELEBRATIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
Daily Mass: 8:30AM   
Sunday: 10:30 AM 
Drive thru Communion: 11:30 AM 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays: 3:30 to 4:00 PM and By Appt 

 
January 10, 2021 

The Baptism of the Lord 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 
2021 Calendars 

Calendars for 2021 are available in the church 
office and in the back of the church. 

 

Week of December 27, 2020 Week of January 3, 2021 
$6,557.00    $5,728.99 

CHURCH 
OF THE 
ASSUMPTION 



A Word from  the Pastor 
 

Please enjoy the following article: 
When James Sanders’ daughter was 5, her gold-
fish died. As a practicing Catholic and licensed 
marriage and family therapist, Sanders’ mind im-
mediately went to the big question: “How can I in-
troduce death to my 5-year-old daughter?” He set 
up a burial scene in the backyard, and gave a 
short eulogy, making sure to bring in some Catho-
lic principles. His daughter listened solemnly, then 
said, “Dad, our fish is going into the ground and it’s 
going to decompose and help the soil, but its soul 
will go to heaven and become an angelfish.” On 
the grief scale, the death of a pet fish is a small 
occurrence. Still, Sanders’ daughter used one of 
the tools Sanders finds important when helping 
others deal with larger losses. “Using stories and 
metaphors can help us realize that death is a tran-
sition,” Sanders explains. “And help us to better 
understand that if there wasn’t death there would-
n’t be life. We can appreciate life more because we 
know it’s temporal.” 
Of course, understanding what happens after a 
person or animal dies doesn’t always help with the 
often more looming question of why. Why, if God is 
good, does tragedy occur at all? Father Thomas P. 
Rausch, the T. Marie Chilton Professor of Catholic 
Theology at Loyola Marymount University in Los 
Angeles, says, “People sometimes are tempted to 
blame God in times of tragedy, but that doesn’t 
work. God does not cause’ tragic loss or suffering; 
Jesus, as one like us, knew it intimately, and God 
grieved for the suffering of his only beloved Son, 
as he grieves for all the pain of the children he so 
passionately loves.” 
Sanders adds, “People will ask ‘Why did this have 
to happen?’ and we say, ‘Who are we to question 
God’s decisions and plans?’” 
The power of people “When Bad Things Happen to 
Good People,” published in 1981, is a seminal 
book about coping with grief and loss that attempts 
to answer the “why” of tragedy. Written by Rabbi 
Harold Kushner after the death of his son as a re-
sult of a degenerative disease at age 14, the book 
is an exploration of the doubts and fears that arise 
in the face of great loss. It has become a beacon 
for many who are suffering tremendous grief. 
In a new preface written by Kushner in 2001, he 
said there is a line from the book that is often quot-
ed back to him. It’s not a sentence written by Kush-
ner, but a quote he found by a 19th century rabbi: 
“Human beings are God’s language.” The mean-
ing, writes Kushner, is that God sends us people to 

 

help us deal with loss: Friends to help us through, 
doctors and nurses to heal us, family to sit by our 
side. This sentiment coincides with what Father 
Rausch advises for dealing with grief. He says, 
“People who are grieving need people to be with 
them, just to be present; also, we have to allow 
ourselves time to grieve. It does little good to try 
and suppress it, or to deny it.” For most, the “Why” 
of grief will never be sufficiently answered, but 
there are ways to ease yourself or others through 
the suffering process. In addition to a support net-
work of friends and family, counseling can be use-
ful, as can books about the topic. Sanders likes to 
get patients involved in finding a book that reso-
nates with them, rather than picking one for them 
to read. When enough time has passed, tragedy 
can be dissected for meaning, or become a learn-
ing opportunity. Try and make it more of a positive 
process and let it help you appreciate the relation-
ships you have in your life.” Father Rausch sug-
gests you see grief as a way to better connect with 
God. “Grieving means dealing with pain, loss, trag-
edy, which is our share in the Paschal Mystery of 
Jesus; it means that we enter into his passion in 
faith so that we, too, might share in the Resurrec-
tion.”  This article was by Heather Skyler 4/26/2015 
 
THE WATERS OF BAPTISM 
When new sod is put in, it needs constant satura-
tion with water. Landscapers say that this “knits” 
the sod to the soil. The same when a branch is 
grafted onto a tree: the poultice that joins them at 
the splice must be kept wet at all times. Water is 
the stuff that binds the very cells of our bodies to-
gether. No wonder religions throughout all times 
and cultures have used it so prominently. When 
Jesus stepped into the Jordan for baptism, he 
“knit” himself to what had come before him. By go-
ing to the Jordan, he made himself one with the 
people of Israel who had crossed it into their Prom-
ised Land. With John the Baptist, Christ wove him-
self into the prophetic tradition that heralded the 
coming reign of God. He had become fully human 
in the waters of Mary’s womb, and by partaking in 
the rite of the baptism of repentance, Jesus identi-
fied himself with our sinful, frail humanity. It is 
through the waters of baptism that Christ continues 
to graft new members onto his Body, the Church; 
through these waters we are cleansed from sin 
and filled with the promise of grace, given our des-
tiny for eternal life. For us, as for Jesus, it is also 
the waters of baptism that inaugurate our mission 
to proclaim the Good News. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  



JANUARY 9—JANUARY 16, 2021 
*We Remember at the Eucharist* 

 

Saturday 9  
8:30a.m. Mina Riccio+ 
Sunday 10 
10:30 a.m.  Robert Chabre+ 
Monday 11  
8:30a.m. Jean & Alice Dupont+ 
Tuesday  12 
8:30a.m.  Jean & Henriette  Dupont+ 
Wednesday  13 
8:30a.m. Patty Gilmore+ 
Thursday 14 
8:30am  Pete & Bernice Robino+  
Friday 15 
10:0am  Louie & Maggie Pacheco+ 
Saturday  16  
8:30a.m. Jim O’Brien+ 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS: 
Head Lector: 
Cathy Ralph…………….. . ..………………… 510-895-0420 
Altar Server Coordinators: 
Dennis Burigsay………………………...……. 510-895-1628 
Mike Tedeschi………………………………… 510-357-9447 
Head Communion Minister: 
Faye Caruso…………....…………….………  510-882-5002 
Head Usher: Ed Hernandez………………….510-875-8308 
Head Greeter: Hanne Gerardi………………. 510-393-9989 
Ministry Schedulers: 
Giovanna Giuliani…………………………….. 510-872-3035 
Faith Formation &Teen Confirmation: 
Mary Schirmer………………………………… 510-352-1537 
St. Vincent de Paul 
Denis Ducey…………………………………... 510-352-6079 
Pastoral Council: 
Doug Taylor... ………………………………… 510-638-3050 
School Board: 
Pierre Davis ……….…………………………. 415-519-1173 
Finance Committee: 
George Brandt……………………………….. 510-410-5819 
Tuesdays with Larry: 
Larry Graves………………………………….. 510-352-4777 
Rosary Makers: 
Irene Haines……………………….………….. 510-483-7975 
CYO:  
Nathaniel Fripp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ……. 510-789-5565 
Tom Shaddle …………………………………. 510-357-1342 
All Saints Skilled Nursing 
Lizette Rocha…………………………………. 510-351-1342 
Communion to the Homebound: 
Joan Tonsberg………………………………... 510-357-1985 
Communion to Kindred Hospital: 
Susan Sequeira………………..……………... 510-352-5614 
Prayer Chain: 
JoMarie Stavosky…………………………….. 510-889-9469 
Knit/Crochet Group 
Gloria Calegari……….……………................ 510-357-0943 
Linens: 
Anita De Marais………………………………. 510-357-9172 
Cursillo 
Jennie Gisslow………………………………... 510-875-9170 

 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — Behold my servant with whom I 
am pleased; he shall bring forth justice to the na-
tions 
(Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7) or Isaiah 55:1-11. 
Psalm — The Lord will bless his people with peace 
(Psalm 29) or Isaiah 12:2-6. 
Second Reading — God anointed him with the Ho-
ly Spirit (Acts 10:34-38) or 1 John 5:1-9. 
Gospel — You are my beloved Son, with you I am 
well pleased (Mark 1:7-11). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses 
from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved. 
 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Heb 1:1-6; Ps 97:1, 2b, 6, 7c, 9; Mk 1:14-
20 
Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9; Mk 1:21-28 
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mk 
1:29-39 
Thursday: Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-11; Mk 1:40-45 
Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8; Mk 2:1-
12 
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 2:13-
17 
Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10; 
1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42 

St. Vincent DePaul 
 

After Jesus was baptized, He saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and a voice was 

heard: “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased.” 

As we give to the poor, we also can hear these 
same words.  With your gifts to the  

Society  of St. Vincent DePaul, know that you are 
a sign of God’s love to those who are suffering 
and you give them reason to believe  and trust. 

 
  This week through your gifts we were able to 

help a gentleman recovering with COVID-19 with 
his utilities and a single mother with her rent. 

If you or someone you know is in need of  
assistance,  

please call our Help-Line  510-352-6079. 
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GALVAN’S TRAVEL
Cruises – Tours  – Resorts

Travel Accessories

351-5323
15919 Hesperian Blvd. 

San Lorenzo
Marie Galvan, Owner

DOUGLAS M. TAYLOR, D.P.M.
Board Certified

Podiatric Medicine & Surgery
13847 E 14th St. Ste 110 A 

San Leandro
 510.351.4331

Office Hours: Monday-Friday

Carrie Miles, Realtor
Rinetti & Co. Realtors

510-735-5223
CA Lic. #01909263

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!
email: kwiatkowskim@jspaluch.com

Call Marcy Kwiatkowski
925.239.1401

www.jspaluch.com

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.

(CST 2117990-70)

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂
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