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Pastoral Letter from Bishop Barber 
 

“How I have longed to celebrate this Passover with 
you” (Luke 22:15). When people ask, “Why should we 
go to Mass?” I answer, “Because Jesus is waiting for 
you there in the Church, and He wants to be with you 
— right there — in the Holy Eucharist.” It is about a 
personal encounter with Jesus that we have as 
individuals AND as a community, in the celebration of 
the Mass. The celebration of the Eucharist is the time 
and place where we can allow Christ to love us, and we 
can return His love. 
 
Knowing this, how could anyone stay away? 
 
We are coming off a year and a half of “fasting” from 
full, personal, and active participation in the Eucharist 
because of the Covid pandemic precautions. Hence the 
Lord says again to us, as He did to the Apostles at the 
Last Supper, “How I have longed to be with you!” And 
how we priests have longed to be with you also to 
celebrate together the Lord’s passion, death and 
resurrection. 
 
I cannot tell you how happy I was to see so many 
people coming back to Mass for Holy Week and Easter 
this year, and since the June 15 lifting of most COVID 
restrictions, for daily and Sunday Masses. I felt like St. 
Peter at the Transfiguration, when he said, “Lord, it is 
good for us to be here!” 
 
By participating in the Mass, we can be with Jesus at 
the moment He lays down His life for His friends. You 
and I are those friends. Jesus loved His Apostles “to 
the end” (Jn 13:1), and He will love us “to the end.” 
 
When Christ taught “Come to me all you who labor and 
are burdened, and I will give you rest,” I believe He was 
encouraging us to come to Him where He is most 
intensely present, in His own Body and Blood on the 
altar of sacrifice at every Mass. Maybe that explains the 
sociologists’ study that found all socio-economic groups 
of people suffered more anxiety, more stress, and more 
depression during the pandemic, except one — those 
who attend church regularly 29,  When Christ said to 
the Apostles at the Last Supper, “Do this in memory of 
me,” He was not only giving a command to the 
Apostles to celebrate the Eucharist — He was also 
inviting all of us, Christian brothers and sisters, to come 

together at the altar, to listen to Him speaking to us in 
the Scriptures, and to receive Him inside our bodies 
and our hearts. 
 
In the documents of the Second Vatican Council, we 
read that communion with the Body and Blood of 
Christ changes us into what we receive. We become 
divinized. St. Thomas Aquinas taught “The proper 
effect of the Eucharist  is the transformation of human 
beings into God” (Aquinas, Sent. IV, dist. 12, q. 2, 
a.I.). Do we realize this? 
 
Our belief in the real presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist is scriptural. Jesus meant it when He said,“ 
This is my body; This is my blood” (Lk 22:19–20; Mt 
26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; 1 Cor. 11:23–25). The 
Church has always guarded and preserved this 
teaching faithfully from one generation to the next, 
despite heresies diluting or even denying the real 
presence of Christ in Holy Communion. 
 
Jesus Himself taught how important it was to Him that 
we come to celebrate the Eucharist and 
receive Him in Holy Communion: 
 
“Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you 
do not have life within you. Whoever eats my flesh 
and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will 
raise him on the last day. For my flesh is true 
food, and my blood is true drink. . . . Just as the 
living Father sent me and I have life because of 
the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will 
have life because of me” (Jn 6:53-57). 
 
As Bishop Robert Barron recently wrote, “There is 
simply, this side of heaven, no more intimate 
communion possible with the risen Lord.”  
 
So let us come back to Him at Mass in person, joining 
together as a worshipping community, to be fed with 
His word in Scripture, and His body and blood in Holy 
Communion. 
 
Since the Church always has our spiritual health 
as her primary consideration, I am reinstating the 
law which was dispensed because of the 
pandemic. Our solemn obligation to attend Mass 
on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation will come 



St. Vincent de Paul 

In the Gospel today we see how Jesus sent his 
Apostles out two by two.  From the beginning of 
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, members visit 

in pairs “two by two”, those who are poor and 
needy in their homes.  It is there , in the family 
setting, that Vincentians listen, offer humble  

advice, and render assistance. 
 

If you or someone you know is in need of assis-
tance please call our Help Line at 510-352-6079 
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back into force in the Diocese of Oakland on 
Sunday, August 15, 2021, the Solemnity of the 
Assumption of Our Lady into Heaven1. 
  
In the Divine Liturgy of the Eastern Catholic Churches, 
at the sign of peace, each person says to their 
neighbor, “Christ is among us.” And the response is, 
“He is and always will be.” Let us come back into His 
presence “singing for joy” (Psalm 95:2). 
 
1 While it is true that illness, infirmity or truly serious 
reasons may impede and therefore always dispense 
us of our obligation to come to church for Mass, any 
casual absence from Mass without serious reason 
carries the burden of a willful sin against God and 
neighbor and should be brought to Confession before 
receiving Holy Communion. Long before this 
pandemic, the Church has always recognized that 
there are “serious” or “grave” reasons that prevent 
Catholics from attending Mass. For example, if a 
person is sick or homebound, or living/visiting areas of 
the world where access to the Mass is limited, or a 
situation arises that prevents travel (snowstorm or flat 
tire), such persons would not be bound by the 
obligation. In the case of this pandemic, serious or 
grave reasons would include: 
• Anyone who is sick, symptomatic, or has been 
recently exposed to the coronavirus. Protecting the 
health of others is an act of Christian charity and our 
moral duty to one another. 
• Anyone with significant health risk factors that 
requires them to avoid public spaces, or if you care for 
someone with significant risk factors. 
• Anyone who cannot attend Mass through no fault of 
their own, for example, a parent caring for a sick child, 

Special Intention Prayers 

If you need prayers or have special inten-
tions, please email at 
frjohn@assumptionsanleandro.org or call the 
office at (510) 352-1537. These intentions will 
be included in our daily rosary. If you wish to 
be included in the universal prayer at mass, 
please contact the office.  We invite you to 
join us as we gather to pray the Rosary  
together.  Monday thru Saturday Church of 
The Assumption Of The Blessed Virgin Mary 
Parishioners pray the Rosary immediately 
after the 8:15am morning mass. 

Save the Date 
 
 

August 15th is the Feast of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary  
Details of the Assumption Community Celebration 
will be unveiled in the coming  days. 

FORMED Pick of the Week 
 

Mary - Pass it on-What are you putting in 
your Children' s pack? 

https://watch.formed.org/videos/mary  

Return to the Eucharist - New Mass 
Times - Effective July 11, 2021 
 

Saturday: 4:30 PM Vigil Mass 
Sunday: 8:00AM 
Sunday: 10:00 AM 
Sunday: 12:00PM 
 

Our solemn obligation to attend Mass on 
Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation will 
come back into force in the Diocese of 
Oakland on Sunday, August 15, 2021, the 
Solemnity of the Assumption of Our Lady 
into Heaven. 
 
There is no-longer a government-
restriction on capacity for indoor services, 
provided there is adequate ventilation. If 
you have been vaccinated, you do not 
need to wear a mask indoors. However, 
non-vaccinated persons, including minors, 
must wear masks indoors. 



JULY 10—JULY 17,  2021 
*We Remember at the Eucharist* 

 
 

Saturday 10 
8:15a.m. Kathleen Ferreira+ 
4:30pm  Nacer Zamar+ 

Sunday 11 
8:00am 
10:00 am Jean & Henrietta Dupont+ 
12:00 noon.   
Monday 12 
8:15a.m. Carol West+ 
Tuesday  13 
8:15a.m.  Gino Pacini+ 
Wednesday  14 
8:15a.m. Pat Gilmore+ 
Thursday 15 
8:15am    
Friday 16 
8:15am   
Saturday  17 
8:15am   
4:30pm  Raul & Iris Bisbar+ 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday thru Thursday 
9:00AM -12:00PM – 12:30PM - 3:00PM  
Friday 9:00AM to 12:00PM 
 
 

PAROCHIAL STAFF 
Fr. John Carillo, Parochial Administrator 
frjohn@assumptionsanleandro.org 
Fr. Chris Berbena , Parochial Vicar 
cberbena@assumptionsanleandro.org 
Bill Vaughan, Music Director 
bvaughan@csdo.org 
James Brady, RCIA & Adult Faith Formation 
jbrady@assumptionsanleandro.org 
Mary Schirmer, Youth Ministry & Formation 
mschirmer@assumptionsanleandro.org 
Martha Zeyen, Administrative Assistant 
mzeyen@assumptionsanleandro.org 
Kelly Hodgins, Communications Director 
khodgins@assumptionsanleandro.org 
 

ASSUMPTION SCHOOL 
Lana Rocheford, School Principal 
School Office: 510-357-8772 
School Summer Office Hours: 9am-1:00 pm 
July 1—August 15, closed week of July 18 
 
 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
Daily Mass:  8:15am (Live Streamed) 
Saturday:  4:30pm  Sunday: 8:00am, 
10:00am  (Live Streamed), 12:00noon 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: 3:30pm to 4:00p, and by Appt 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS: 
Head Lector: 
Cathy Ralph…………….. . ..………………… 510-895-0420 
Altar Server Coordinators: 
Dennis Burigsay………………………...……. 510-895-1628 
Mike Tedeschi………………………………… 510-357-9447 
Head Communion Minister: 
Faye Caruso…………....…………….………  510-882-5002 
Head Usher: Ed Hernandez………………….510-875-8308 
Head Greeter: Hanne Gerardi………………. 510-393-9989 
Ministry Schedulers: 
Giovanna Giuliani…………………………….. 510-872-3035 
Faith Formation &Teen Confirmation: 
Mary Schirmer………………………………… 510-352-1537 
RCIA and Adult Faith Formation 
Jim Brady . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 510-393-9396 
St. Vincent de Paul 
Denis Ducey…………………………………... 510-352-6079 
Pastoral Council: 
Doug Taylor... ………………………………… 510-638-3050 
School Board: 
Pierre Davis ……….…………………………. 415-519-1173 
Finance Committee: 
George Brandt……………………………….. 510-410-5819 
Tuesdays with Larry: 
Larry Graves………………………………….. 510-352-4777 
Rosary Makers: 
Irene Haines……………………….………….. 510-483-7975 
CYO:  
Nathaniel Fripp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ……. 510-789-5565 
All Saints Skilled Nursing 
Lizette Rocha…………………………………. 510-351-1342 
Communion to the Homebound: 
Joan Tonsberg………………………………... 510-357-1985 
Communion to Kindred Hospital: 
Susan Sequeira………………..……………... 510-352-5614 
Prayer Chain: 
JoMarie Stavosky…………………………….. 510-889-9469 
Knit/Crochet Group 
Gloria Calegari……….……………................ 510-357-0943 
Linens: 
Anita De Marais………………………………. 510-357-9172 
Cursillo 
Jennie Gisslow………………………………... 510-875-9170 

Assumption Parish Mission Statement  

Assumption Parish is a culturally diverse and vibrant 
Catholic community which strives to grow as followers of 
Jesus Christ. We do this by accepting the challenge to 
build a Christ-centered community that draws on the wis-
dom of  our seniors and the energy of our youth. We are 
committed to Catholic education at various levels. We are 
nurtured by inspired Liturgy, active and enriching faith 
formation programs, and inclusive family ministry, all of 
which enable us to share our gifts of time, talent, treasure 
and vision with our parish family and surrounding commu-
nities.  
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